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The story of Lady Londonderry has been developed by the Nerve 
Centre’s Creative Centenaries project which produces innovative 
resources around the Decade of Centenaries and important historical 
events and people from Ireland’s history.

This is a Key Stage 3 curriculum linked resource that looks at the part played 
by influential women to gain parity with men. This story focuses on the 
actions of Edith, Lady Londonderry, socialite, suffragist and founder of the 
Women’s Legion. It has been produced in 2018 to mark the centenary of 
the Representation of the People Act and women voting and standing for 
election for the first time.

Further graphic novels highlighting the role of other significant women, as well 
as a suite of animations and interactive resources are all available to access 
from www.creativecentenaries.org/resources

Artwork by Deirdre Gribbin and script by Seth Linder. With thanks to Neil Watt, 
Aileen McEwen and Jenny Ferguson at National Trust.

www.creativecentenaries.org

A project supported by the European Union’s PEACE IV 
Programme, managed by the Special EU Programmes 
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EDITH, LADY LONDONDERRY 
 
Edith Chaplin was born into a wealthy and 
influential family. Her father was Sir Henry 
Chaplin, a Conservative MP; her mother 
Florence was the daughter of Lord Sutherland, 
Britain’s largest landowner.
 
Edith was just three when her mother died and 
most of her childhood was spent at Dunrobin, 
the Scottish castle where her uncle and aunt 
lived. The Sutherlands also had a magnificent 
London residence, Stafford House.
 
Presented as a society debutante to 
Queen Victoria in 1897, Edith was seen as 
a perfect choice of wife for Charles Vane-
Tempest-Stewart, son of the 6th Marquess of 
Londonderry. They married in 1899 and the  
first of their five children was born in 1900.
 
In a sense Edith had been groomed for the 
life she would now lead, society hostess. The 
Londonderry dynasty had long been at the 
heart of UK politics, and their London home, 
Londonderry House, was a regular venue for 
the great and good in society. Vastly wealthy 
from their coal mining business in the north of 
England, the Londonderrys also had a beautiful 
residence in Northern Ireland, Mount Stewart.
 
Her husband became the 7th Marquess of 
Londonderry in 1915 on the death of his father. 
Now Lady Londonderry, Edith became the 
leading political hostess in Britain.
 
Unusually for her class, Edith was also a 
passionate feminist and campaigned ardently 
for women’s right to vote. She saw the outbreak 
of the First World War as an opportunity to 
demonstrate women were equal to men. In July 
1915 she formed the Women’s Legion, whose 
purpose was to enable women to take on jobs 
that would normally be done by men, releasing 
them for military service.

Over 40,000 Women’s Legion members 
became trained cooks, others worked as 
ambulance drivers, farmers, mechanics and 
many other roles previously thought unsuitable 
for women.
 
Created a Dame of the British Empire in 1917 for 
her war work, Edith always believed the work of 
the Women’s Legion helped significantly in the 
campaign for women’s suffrage.

Edith was also renowned for overseeing a social 
group known as the Ark, which met regularly at 

Londonderry House. Lasting until the 1930s,  
its membership included royalty, Prime 
Ministers and the leading members of society. 
Her close friendship with Ramsay MacDonald, 
the first Labour Prime Minister, shocked her 
society friends.
 
In 1921, Lord Londonderry became Minister 
of Education in the new Northern Ireland 
Parliament, and the couple now made Mount 
Stewart their base. Here she embarked on 
what would become her most abiding love, 
designing its beautiful gardens. Now owned 
by the National Trust, the gardens and the 
adjoining house are one of Northern Ireland’s 
most popular attractions. Edith died in 1959, 
ten years after her husband.

Further Information

VISIT
Mount Stewart, owned and operated by 
National Trust, was Lady Londonderry’s 
home. Visit the restored property and 
extensive gardens:  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/mount-stewart

ONLINE
PRONI has digitised the Londonderry  
papers, available online at: www.nidirect. 
gov.uk/publications/introduction-theresa- 
lady-londonderry-papers 
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Mount Stewart was Lady Londonderry’s home from 1920 and a place she absorbed herself in, 
once writing: “I do love this place so deeply”. Edith is particularly remembered for her work on 
the extensive gardens that surround the property. Visit Mount Stewart to get a feel for the home 
and gardens, taking imagery as you go. In the classroom, use film editing software to create a 
short film about the history and legacy of Mount Stewart and Lady Londonderry’s impact on it, 
also using text or voiceover to further describe the property.

Do you think Edith, Lady Londonderry’s approach of encouraging women to support the war 
effort was a deciding factor in women gaining equal voting rights with men in 1918? Compare 
the actions of the Women’s Legion with suffrage and suffragist campaigns at the same time. 
Which do you feel had more of an impact? 

Lady Londonderry is remembered for her part in establishing the Women’s Legion during the First 
World War. Students will use publishing software to create their own comic about the movement 
and describe some of their main activities. Students should research and find copyright free and 
non-commercial imagery from the time (search Imperial War Museum’s online image archive) to 
use in their comic as well as some facts and figures. 

Create a film about 
Mount Stewart
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Class 
discussion

Develop a comic about the 
role of the Women’s Legion
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